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Woodshop tools are a major investment -- so it makes sense to keep them in good running order.

This book is a complete reference guide for anyone who owns tools and wants to learn how to

assemble, tune, maintain and repair them.
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The reason woodworkers want this book is to save money and time. Understanding and applying

the knowledge herein might save your fingers and maybe even your life! I am not joking...John

White was the shop manager for Fine Woodworking for about a decade and is still a contributing

editor. He has a wealth of practical knowledge and presents it clearly. I particularly like Mr. White's

style in some of his videos. He "cuts to the chase" by demonstrating you how things work, THEN

explains them concisely. He also invented (or re-engineered) a very clever workbench and

numerous practical shop-jigs. Now, not all of those ( or even very many ) are in this volume. I only

mention that to illustrate the breadth and scope of the author's knowledge. John White is certainly

qualified to write about this subject.The MOST IMPORTANT REASON that every newcomer should

buy (or at least read) this book is to prevent hassles, mistakes, accidents, and bad

buying-decisions.For instance, if you do not understand how to adjust a tablesaw or bandsaw, how

can you possibly choose a machine with the right features?If you don't know how to tell if a blade is

square to the miter-slot (or fence,) and how to adjust it, you WILL experience kickback. (...not "IF"



but "WHEN.") Unlike that funny TV commercial, kickback is deadly serious.There are over THIRTY

THOUSAND wood-shop accidents every year, many of which are related to these main machines

discussed in this book. I have seen a piece of plywood shoot from a table-saw and go careening

across the shop at sixty-miles an hour like a demonic frisbee, then stick itself into a wall. That

particular incident was caused by a novice who ignored basic rules of machine set-up and use.
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